Appl. No- 09/766,615 

Amdt. dated February 28, 2008 

Reply to Office Action of December 21, 2007 

Amendments to the Claims: 

This listing of claims will replace all prior versions, and listings, of claims in 
the application: 

Listing of Claims: 

1 . (Currently amended) A provisioning method employing a DNS data model for 
relating DNS objects of a computer network to other DNS objects, and for 
expressing the software objects of a computer network in a form accessible by 
other network components, the method comprising: 

configuring a central database to be able to implement the DNS data 
model, the DNS data model including; 

DNS domains entities that represent DNS domains of 
devices connected to a computer network and are 
related to various entities representing DNS 
permissions and types selected from the group 
compr i s i ng consisting of DNS ACLs entities, DNS 
ACL entries entities, DNS allow transfers entities, 
DNS allow queries entities, DNS domain types 
entities, DNS domain masters, and DNS master IPs 
entities; and 

DNS hosts entities that represent various DNS hosts 
connected to the computer network; and 
automatically provisioning the computer network according to the DNS 
data model. 

2. - 3. (Canceled) 
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4. (Previously presented) The method of Claim 1, wherein said DNS domains 
entities represent the DNS domains of one or more DNS hosts represented by 
said DNS hosts entities. 

5. (Canceled) 

6. (Canceled) 

7. (Currently amended) A provisioning method employing a DNS data model for 
relating DNS entities of a computer network to other PNC DNS entities of the 
computer network, and for expressing the DNS entities in a form accessible by 
other network components, the method comprising: 

configuring a central database to be able to implement the DNS data 
model, the DNS data model including^ 



automatically provisioning the computer network according to the DNS 
data model. 

8. (Currently amended) The method syst e m of Claim 7, further comprising a 
plurality of DNS configuration entities. 



a plural 
a plural 
a plural 
a plural 
a plural 
a plural 
a plural 
a plural 
a plural 
a plural 
a plural 



ty of devices entities; 

ty of DNS hosts entities; 

ty of DNS host types entities; 

ty of DNS ACLs entities; 

ty of DNS ACL entries entities; 

ty of DNS allow transfers entities; 

ty of DNS domain types entities; 

ty of DNS domains entities; 

ty of DNS allow queries; 

ty of DNS domain masters entities; and 

ty of DNS master IPs; and 
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9. (Currently amended) The method syst e m of Claim 7, wherein said DNS hosts 
entities represent DNS host devices, and wherein said DNS hosts entities relate 
to: 

said DNS host types entities by a many-to-one relationship; 

said DNS domains entities by a many-to-one relationship; and 

a plurality of configuration entities by an optional one-to-many relationship. 

10. (Currently amended) The method syst e m of Claim 7, wherein said DNS host 
types entities represent allowed DNS host types, and wherein said DNS host 
types entities relate to said DNS hosts entities in a one-to-many relationship. 

1 1 . (Currently amended) The method syst e m of Claim 7, wherein said DNS ACLs 
entities represent ACLs associated with specific DNS names, and wherein said 
DNS ACLs entities relate to: 

said DNS ACL entries entities by a one-to-many relationship; 

said DNS allow transfers entities by a one-to-many relationship; and 

said DNS allow queries entities by a one-to-many relationship. 

1 2. (Currently amended) The method svstom of Claim 7, wherein said DNS ACL 
entries entities relate to said DNS ACLs entities by a many-to-one relationship. 

13. (Currently amended) The method systom of Claim 7, wherein said DNS allow 
transfers entities relate to: 

said DNS ACLs entities by a many-to-one relationship; and 
said DNS domains entities by a many-to-one relationship. 
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14. (Currently amended) The method system of Claim 7, wherein said DNS 
domain types entities represent the allowed types of DNS names for the network, 
and wherein said DNS domain types entities relate to said DNS domains entities 
by a one-to-many relationship. 

15. (Currently amended) The method svstom of Claim 7, wherein said DNS 
domains entities represent the various DNS domains of the network, and wherein 
said DNS domains entities relate to: 

said DNS hosts entities by a one-to-many relationship; 

said DNS allow transfers entities by a one-to-many relationship; 

said DNS allow queries entities by a one-to-many relationship; 

said DNS domain types entities by a many-to-one relationship; 

said DNS domain masters entities by a many-to-one relationship; and 

a plurality of network entities by an optional many-to-one relationship^;]]. 

16. (Currently amended) The method svstom of Claim 7, wherein said DNS allow 
queries entities represent specific DNS queries allowed on the network, and 
wherein said DNS allow queries entities relate to: 

said DNS domains entities by a many-to-one relationship; and 
said DNS ACLs entities by a many-to-one relationship. 

17. (Currently amended) The method syst e m of Claim 7, wherein said DNS 
domain masters entities relate DNS domains represented by said DNS domains 
entities and DNS master IPs represented by DNS master IPs entities by way of a 
one-to-many relationship with said DNS domains entities and a many-to-one 
relationship with said DNS master IPs entities. 

18. (Currently amended) The method svstom of Claim 7, wherein said DNS 
master IPs entities relate to DNS master IP addresses of the network, and relate 
to said DNS domain masters entities by a one-to-many relationship. 
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